Compliance with Part IV of the Disability Discrimination Act – Recording of Lectures by Disabled Students

The Disability Rights Commission (DRC), The National Bureau for Students with Disabilities (SKILL) and The University and College Lecturers’ Union (NATFHE) have agreed to work together at national level to address the issue of how best to facilitate the recording of lectures by disabled students.

Part IV of the DDA specifically imposes an obligation on Higher Education Institutions to take reasonable steps to prevent disabled students being placed at a substantial disadvantage. An example of such a step would be to allow disabled students to record lectures if necessary. 

NATFHE agrees with this interpretation of the legislation and is keen to facilitate equal opportunity for disabled students whilst maintaining existing arrangements for the protection of the intellectual property rights of academic staff.

In order to facilitate equality of access to oral lectures for all students, the following advice has been produced which sets out an approach to the recording of lectures which facilitates equal access whilst maintaining existing protections in terms of the intellectual property rights of academic staff. 
This advice has been tailored to address the procedures operating within The University of the West of Scotland. 

Arrangements for the recording of oral lectures by students with specific learning needs

The University of the West of Scotland wishes to make every effort to assist students with disabilities and to this end, students  registered with the Enabling Support Team may record lectures in accordance with the procedures outlined below. 

Adherence to these procedures will ensure that the University is able to make a reasonable adjustment under the terms of the Disability Discrimination Act in respect of providing equal treatment and equal access to educational opportunity for all students regardless of their disability status.

If you need to record oral lectures you should note that the content of an oral lecture remains the property of the lecturer delivering it. If recording a lecture, the recording must be used only for your own personal study; you should not reproduce it or pass it on to anyone else other than for transcription purposes. 

If there are particular reasons why you find it difficult or impossible to take lecture notes (e.g. visual or audio impairments, dyslexia, mobility impairments, or other difficulties), and therefore you need to record oral lectures you are advised to follow the following procedures:

1. Inform the University Enabling Support  Adviser of your particular needs. This will assist the University in making an appropriate adjustment to improve your student experience. This will also help the University to facilitate the recording of lectures and enable the University to implement other measures that may enable us to meet your specific educational requirements. Appointments can be made with Enabling Support via the Secretary on 0141 848 3518 or email at enablingsupport.paisley@uws.ac.uk
2. Via your Student Support Requirements form your lecture(s) will be told that you will be recording lecturers, but the lecturer will not be told the specific reason for this.

3. An understanding that the content of lectures remains the intellectual property of the lecturer form part of the learning agreement between you and the University and this should be accepted by all students.

If you are unsure of the position in regard to the recording of lectures, or if you have any other special needs, you are advised to contact an Enabling Support Adviser at the above number or email address.

