
 

 

 

 
How to use the Alternative Guide to Postgraduate Funding 

 
The Alternative Guide to Postgraduate Funding is a web resource that UWS subscribe to, making it free for 
our students and prospective students to use. It includes a funding database of over 600 charities and trusts, 
and access comprehensive guidance on how to produce a high-quality application. 
 
It truly is an excellent resources, but you’ll only get the best out of it by using it effectively. This guide will 
help you do that. 
 

 
How to access: 
 
You may come across the Alternative Guide to Postgraduate Funding when exploring the web information 
we have on money, fees and funding. If not, you’ll find this on our Alternative Trusts & Scholarships webpage. 
 
Scroll to the sections titled ‘Searching for your own funds’ and you will find The Alternative Guide to 
Postgraduate Funding alongside other organisations that we recommend you use to search for this type of 
alternative funding.  
 

 
How to sign up: 
 
If you are not currently enrolled at UWS, send an email to us at ago@uws.ac.uk and we will respond 
immediately with a PIN.  
 
Once you have this PIN, open The Alternative Guide to Postgraduate Funding webpage and enter the PIN 
and your email address in the green box.  
 
You will immediately be emailed with a personal username and password, giving you full access to this 
resource. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/gateway/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/money-fees-funding/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/money-fees-funding/other-financial-support/alternative-trusts-scholarships/
mailto:ago@uws.ac.uk
https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/gateway/


If you are already a UWS student, open The Alternative Guide to Postgraduate Funding webpage and enter 
your student email address (ending ac.uk) in the green box. 
 
You will immediately be emailed with a personal username and password, giving you full access to this 
resource. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to log in: 

Once you have been sent your personal username and password, you can use these to log in through the 

blue box on The Alternative Guide to Postgraduate Funding webpage. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

You are now ready to get the most out of the Alternative Guide to Post Graduate Funding. Using your 

personal username and password will ensure this is bespoke to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/gateway/
https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/gateway/


How to use The Alternative Guide to Postgraduate Funding: 
 
There are a lot of features and guidance that will make this site work well for you, but it’s important to 
remember that it will only work for you when you use it well, and put the effort in. 
 
The general layout of each webpage includes: 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This means you can access the information in a way that best suits you. 

 
 

VIDEO 

TEXT 

DOWNLOADABLE 
PDF DOCUMENT 



What to expect: 
 
You’ll find easy to navigate buttons that will help you find what you are looking for, and give you a start to 
finish approach to applying for funds. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

You now have access to a funding database that boasts over 1000 funders. That’s a lot! In order to get the 
best out of this, make sure you read all the information and tips on searching for funding and getting the 
most from this site. 
 

 
 

You can use this Database in conjunction with Personal Grants Manager, which will allow you to keep a 
record of the funds you might shortlist, and keep track of your application.  
 
The Personal Statement Assistant can help you with your persuasive argument and how to structure your 
ideas. 
 
The site offers lots of help and guidance, including sample letters for all aspects of applying for funds, from 
requesting application forms, to preparing a personal statement. Where the site gives this help, use it, but 
don’t just copy and paste!  
 
Remember, you are aiming to make yourself stand out, so make sure you personalise any letters or 
statements and make these bespoke to you. 
 

 
 

HOW TO FIND FUNDING HOW TO APPLY FAQ’s BEST PRACTICES 



When it comes to these funds, there will often be a requirement to include a financial statement. In some 
cases this will be because the funding organisation may be seeking to award their funds to those who 
demonstrate most financial need. In other cases, the organisation may simply want to get a picture of what 
you need an award for. 
 
In any event, make use of the Financial Statement Assistant, which will help you prepare this information 
effectively. 

 
 

Your personal statement might not be the biggest part of your application, but it is undoubtedly the most 
important. Your aim is to create a compelling personal statement. 
 
With that in mind, pay particular attention to the personal statement section of the site, and the wealth of 
guidance and support on how to approach this key element of your application. This includes: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MODEL PERSONAL 
STATEMENTS 

ADVANCED TECHNIQUES 



Help from real life: 
 
The site was designed and built by two individuals who very successfully used these approaches to secure 
funding. This network of success has grown and the site now features lots of case studies and stories that 
we hope will inspire you. 
 
We won’t lie...searching and applying for funds in this way involves a lot of work but the reward can be 
significant. We hope this guidance will help you get the most out of The Alternative Guide to Postgraduate 
Funding. 
 
 


