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Assessment Guide: 
Online Alternatives to Presentations 

What’s being assessed? 

Oral presentations can assess a range of Learning Outcomes (LOs) depending on the task 

set. These include LOs related to knowledge and understanding, critical analysis, 

communication, and performance. Where the presentations are carried out by small groups, 

students’ ability to collaborate can also be assessed. 

When carried out face-to-face, the audience can include peers as well as one or more 

members of staff. Presenters may be expected to answer questions from their audience. 

Students may be asked to present using visual aids such as PowerPoint or Prezi. 

On programmes with lots of written assessments, including an assessed presentation adds 

variety and enables students to express their learning in a different way, which is a plus 

from an inclusivity standpoint. 

Considerations when moving online 

There are a number of ways in which LOs usually assessed through a face-to-face 

presentation can be assessed online. Considerations for specific methods are listed below 

but in all cases, there are some points worth thinking about when making the switch: 

 Will the marking criteria require updating? For examples, criteria relating to eye 

contact and body language may no longer be relevant. 

 Make the expectations around academic practice clear. Some of the methods 

suggested below lend themselves to a less formal style. How should students include 

references and should these be in the usual format? 

 Do you want to build in opportunities for peer feedback and questions? 

 Consider presentation length, including your marking workload – how much time will 

students need to demonstrate that they have met the LOs? 

 Provide plenty of guidance to students on how to create their presentation, so that 

the technical aspects don’t overtake the pedagogical aims of the assessment. 

Alternative methods (click method to jump to details) 

Live online presentation 

Recording of a narrated PowerPoint presentation 

Podcast 

Vlog 



 

 

Live online presentation 
 

What is it? 

Students present live online using a video conferencing platform. Presenters can share their 

screen with those present in order to show slides. 

Advantages 

This approach retains many of the benefits of a face-to-face presentation. There is an 

audience and presenters can receive questions and feedback from those watching. 

Students can learn from each other’s presentations if carried out in a group. 

Most platforms will allow presentations to be recorded for marking and moderation. All of 

those involved should be told that recording is taking place. 

Disadvantages 

Relatively high requirements around technology. Students could need a good Wi-Fi 

connection, a laptop with microphone, and a webcam. Potential for technical difficulties on 

the day, for either the presenter or the marker. 

Requires synchronous sessions with an expectation that students (and markers) will be able 

to engage at a certain time, and have a quiet space from which to do so. 

Students may feel more pressure when presenting live. 

A live presentation session with a group will require facilitation. It may be difficult for one 

staff member to facilitate and mark at the same time. 

Technology 

Students have access to PowerPoint through Microsoft 365 and can access this on their browser or 

through their phones (app recommended). 

Online video conferencing platforms such as Microsoft Teams, WebEx or Zoom. 

Final Thoughts 

Students should be given plenty of opportunities to practice with the technology ahead of 

time. 

Alternative assessments for students who do not have access to appropriate technology 

and/or cannot make a synchronous session should be considered. 

 

 



 

Recorded presentation 
 

What is it? 

Students create a PowerPoint (or similar) presentation and then record themselves 

presenting, usually an audio narration. 

Advantages 

More flexibility than a live presentation in terms of timing. 

Less pressure than presenting live, with the opportunity to re-record as suits. 

Some flexibility around technological requirements. Students can make their recordings 

offline. It is easier to use a smartphone to record than it is to present live. 

Disadvantages 

Requires some access to technology. 

Students no longer presenting directly to an audience with the chance for immediate 

questions and feedback. 

It can take some time for students to become familiar with how to record a presentation. 

Technology 

Students have access to PowerPoint through Microsoft 365 and can access this on their browser or 
through their phones (app recommended).  
 
The recording can be made in PowerPoint itself or using a free screen recording software such as 
Loom.  
 
Many smartphones offer a screen recording function and can record audio at the same time. This 
could be used alongside the PowerPoint app. 
 
The file can be submitted through a Moodle Assignment link. 

 

Final Thoughts 

It may be possible to include opportunities for peer feedback and discussion. For instance, 

students could post their slides to a forum for comment before they make their recording. 

Or students could view each other’s recorded presentations before a live online discussion.  

Bear in mind that recording presentations can be fairly time consuming so it’s not 

necessarily realistic for students to re-record based on feedback. They could, instead, 

include a short reflective piece on changes they would make, with ‘reflection on feedback’ 

included in the marking criteria.   

 

https://www.loom.com/


 

Podcast 
 

What is it? 

The word ‘podcast’ is a combination of iPod (remember those?) and ‘broadcast’. Podcasts 

are audio programmes made available for download. Podcasts often run as a series with one 

or more regular hosts and might also include invited guests. In terms of assessment, 

students could be asked to create one episode, perhaps contributing one episode each to a 

series. 

Advantages 

Students are likely familiar with the podcast form and could enjoy creating a ‘real-world’ 

output. There are lots of examples to which students can listen. 

The technological requirements are relatively straightforward as no video is required. 

As with recorded presentations, the pressure of live presentation is removed. 

Podcasts can take the form of a discussion so can be used to assess pairs or small groups. 

Disadvantages 

A podcast on its own would not include visual aspects.  

Students may have to speak for longer to cover content that could have been included in a 

visual aid. Consider this is terms of marking time, as well as student effort time. 

Technology 

The audio file can be submitted and marked through Moodle Assignment.  

Final Thoughts 

As with recorded presentations, students could share their podcasts with one another. They 

might even think about sharing them with a wider audience. 

Consider how much time you would want students to spend on producing the podcast itself. 

How important is the quality of the audio (beyond it being audible enough to assess)? 

Should it be structured to grab listeners’ attention? Would you expect production features 

like music? The answers here should return you to the LOs – what are you trying to assess? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Vlog 
 

What is it? 

A ‘vlog’ is a video blog or video log. It’s a popular form on video sharing platforms such as 

YouTube. Vlogs can lend themselves well to personal, reflective accounts but they can be 

used for other purposes too. 

Advantages 

Vlogs are a format that students can engage with outside of university. As with podcasts, 

they might enjoy creating a ‘real-world’ output. 

The technological requirements are fairly minimal. While a video camera of some form is 

required, vlogs can be simple talking-head pieces so a smartphone is sufficient. 

As with recorded presentations, the pressure of live presentation is removed. 

Disadvantages 

A talking head vlog would not necessarily include graphics or other visual aids, which could 

be a disadvantage. Consider also how references should be included. 

Depending on the expectations around length and structure, students may wish to edit their 

vlog rather than record it in one take. This would require additional software, expertise and 

time. 

Technology 

A smartphone camera or laptop webcam would allow students to record themselves. 

The video file can be uploaded via Moodle Assignment. 

Final Thoughts 

As with recorded presentations, students could share their vlogs with one another. They 

might even think about sharing them with a wider audience by, for instance, uploading 

them to YouTube. 

Students could see vlogs as a less ‘academic’ format and present their content accordingly. 

Discuss expectations around tone and language in advance. You could agree upon an 

imagined audience and ask students to present accordingly. The suggested audience could 

be anyone: peers, secondary school pupils, members of the public, service users etc.  

 


