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Assessment Guide: 
Online Alternatives to  

Examinations and Class Tests 

Examinations in 2020/21 

The Senate update (9th June) indicated that there will be no formal examinations during 2020/21, 

except where necessary for PSRB requirements. 

Module teams may decide to replace examinations or class tests with a different form of assessment 

altogether. However, if you are keen to maintain certain aspects of exams (e.g. a time limit; shorter 

answers; a mixture of questions) then the guidance below aims to help with the move to an online 

environment. 

Considerations when moving online 

When choosing a method for the examination or class test alternative, consider the following points: 

 Which Learning Outcomes are being assessed? The verbs used in the Learning Outcomes

should help guide you towards a format. Are students being asked to

recall/identify/describe/analyse/apply/discuss? The assessment format and questions

should enable students to demonstrate their ability to do what is indicated in the Learning

Outcomes.

 Unlike in-person examinations, it may be possible for students to access material when

completing an assessment at home. Consider whether to discourage this through the

assessment design or to accept it but write questions that require students to move beyond

simply repeating what they have read. These options are covered below.

 Another concern with at-home alternatives to exams is collusion between students. Again

assessment design can help here (covered below). Written exam alternatives such as short

essay answers can be submitted through Turnitin. It may be helpful to remind students that

the University’s Plagiarism Policy applies to all assessments, and that work submitted

individually must be their own.

 One advantage of traditional in-person exams is that students complete the assessment

under the same conditions. This benefit doesn’t apply to an exam alternative taken at home.

It may be difficult for students to find a quiet place to complete the assessment and/or

access the technology required at a specific time so it is worth considering more flexibility in

the timing of the assessment.



 

 

Alternative Methods 

Online Quizzes 
 

Moodle Quiz provides a useful way to run objective tests (questions with right or wrong answers). It 

can be used to create an assessment with different forms of questions including multiple choice, 

short answer, calculations, and the labelling of diagrams and graphs. 

Using Moodle Quiz instead of a take-home paper can help prevent collusion. The Question Bank 

feature can be used to create groups of questions that are comparable in type and difficulty but 

different in form e.g. calculation questions with different figures or labelling questions that require 

the identification of different examples. This approach means that students effectively sit different 

papers so there is little benefit to sharing answers. 

Another benefit of Moodle Quiz is that time limits can be set per question. Again this should help 

discourage collusion and also the accessing of material, if this is undesirable. As with exams, 

adjustments should be made to timing for students who require additional time. 

Moodle Quiz can be used to test skills beyond recall. For example, an ‘open book’ quiz in which 

students are allowed to look at resources and notes could include questions focused on higher order 

skills such as interpretation or application. It would be sensible to allow a longer timeframe for this 

type of quiz. 

Marking and feedback arrangements should be decided in advance and communicated to students. 

For instance, will answers be made available instantly or would you prefer to check and moderate 

them first? 

Creating a Moodle Quiz can be time-consuming, especially when doing it for the first time. Time is 

saved, though, when it comes to marking as it is done electronically. 

For guidance on the practicalities of creating a Moodle Quiz, please see the Useful Links below. 

 

Written/essay-based 
 

Take-home exam alternatives differ from traditional open-book exams in that it is difficult to limit 

what material students can access.1 That said, ideas for designing open-book exam questions are still 

relevant. The University of Newcastle in Australia has created a guide to writing open book 

questions. It recommends ways of designing questions so that students are asked to do something 

with information (evaluate it; apply it to a case study etc). 

It is possible to introduce a time limit by releasing the paper at a set time with a submission deadline 

a few hours later. However, this approach can disadvantage some students depending on their 

access to a quiet space to work and/or technology at a particular time. It may also create a challenge 

                                                           
1 Sambell, K. and S. Brown, Coronavirus Contingency Suggestions for replacing on-site exams https://sally-
brown.net/2020/04/02/kay-sambell-sally-brown-coronavirus-contingency-suggestions-for-replacing-on-site-
exams/ [accessed 13th August 2020]. 

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/268980/Open-Book-Exams.pdf
https://sally-brown.net/2020/04/02/kay-sambell-sally-brown-coronavirus-contingency-suggestions-for-replacing-on-site-exams/
https://sally-brown.net/2020/04/02/kay-sambell-sally-brown-coronavirus-contingency-suggestions-for-replacing-on-site-exams/
https://sally-brown.net/2020/04/02/kay-sambell-sally-brown-coronavirus-contingency-suggestions-for-replacing-on-site-exams/


 

 

for any students based in a different time zone.  If this option is taken then adjustments should be 

available for students with extra time requirements. 

Another possibility is to provide a longer deadline and guidance as to how long the assessment 

should take e.g. one week overall to submit with a recommendation that it should take no more 

than two hours to complete. It would be difficult to enforce a time limit in this scenario so consider 

setting a word limit per question too. This should help keep marking workloads manageable. 

Clarify expectations around format and referencing. Students may know what is expected of them in 

an essay but what about this written exam alternative? Of course students should not take credit for 

work that is not their own, but do you expect a full reference list? 

Remember that Turnitin can be used for written assessments, to help students avoid plagiarism 

and/or discourage collusion. As with other assessments, students should be given the opportunity to 

submit their work to Turnitin before their final submission so that they can address any issues. 

Decide on marking and feedback arrangements in advance and communicate these to students. Will 

comments be provided as with an essay, or perhaps some feedback to the whole cohort instead? 

Useful Resources 

Moodle has its own guidance on how to create a Moodle Quiz and use a Question Bank. 

Education Futures have run two webinars on Moodle Quiz including tips for creating questions. Click 

here to view the recordings. 

The University of Warwick provides guidance on designing objective tests (short-answer and 

multiple choice questions). Find it here. 

The University of Newcastle, Australia has created a guide to writing open-book exam questions, 

particularly relevant for essay-based exams but useful for quizzes too. Access it here. 

 

https://docs.moodle.org/39/en/Building_Quiz
https://docs.moodle.org/39/en/Question_bank
https://web.microsoftstream.com/channel/e849fefc-4e57-4570-bd69-2dc35d275e76?referrer=https:%2F%2Fwww.uws.ac.uk%2Fabout-uws%2Facademic-life%2Feducation-futures%2F
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/academic-development/assessmentdesign/methods/objectivetests
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/268980/Open-Book-Exams.pdf



