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If you are unable to progress to your next level of study as a result of outstanding 
assessments/modules, you might need to take some time to repeat all or part of 
this period of study before being able to progress in the future. If this is the case, 
it’s important to understand how this might impact your eligibility for student 
funding, and any cost associated with this type of study. 

Remember, your entitlement to student funding from SAAS is not unlimited. Both 
the tuition fee and bursary elements are usually only available to you once at 
each level of study, so may not be available when you are repeating the same 
level of study. There is an exception to this, known as the +1, that allows every 
student to access an additional year of funding for periods of repeat study. You 
can find out more about this in the guidance that follows, but it is also important 
to consider your past studies and to not rely on this if there is a chance you have 
used this previously. If you are unsure about this you should contact SAAS directly 
for clarity. 

This guidance will take you through various options that might be available 
to you, but it is important that you consider both the academic decision you 
have received and your personal situation before making a decision. It is also 
important to discuss this with your personal tutor or programme leader. 

If after reading this guidance you still have some questions, we are here to help. 
You can contact us by email at fundingadvice@uws.ac.uk



ASSESSMENT ONLY
What this means academically
This is the category of student you become if you still have resit attempts of 
your outstanding assessments, but have not passed enough modules to carry 
these resits forward with you. It involves doing only outstanding assessments, 
with no need to re-attend classes.

For most students, this will be their final attempt at assessments unless they 
have made an Extenuating Circumstances Submission (ECS).

You will need to consider alternative options if you need to re-attend your 
module. You may also wish to consider alternative options if the assessment 
elements you need to undertake require you to attend, for example lab work or 
group work.

Attendance mode
You are not required to attend classes but may make informal arrangements 
with your lecturer to do so. Please be aware that you are not entitled to attend 
so you may be unable to do so if the lecturer cannot accommodate you in the 
space provided.

Cost/Tuition Fee
You register for the year and it costs £40 to do so (no matter how many 
assessments you have to resit), but you don’t need to pay a Tuition Fee, as you 
are not receiving any tuition.

What this means for your funding
As you are not required to attend, you do not apply for any funding and cannot 
choose to apply for student loans, discretionary and childcare funds. As you are 
an enrolled student, you are also not eligible to claim any benefits during this 
time. However, you can continue to claim the student exemption for Council Tax.

Pros and Cons 
Pros: If you have a job and/or minimal living costs, you might find this an easier 
solution and can avoid taking out another year’s worth of the student loan.
Cons: Lack of funding makes this a difficult way for many students to study 
so you may wish to consider other options if you rely heavily on your student 
support package. If you failed the assessments first time around, you may 
benefit from attending classes again. If so, consider other options.

What to do next
If this option best suits your situation, you will need to enrol as an Assessment 
Only student at the start of the academic year, even if you don’t have resits 
until January or May. You will be required to pay a £40 registration fee at the 
point of enrolment. You will need to consider alternative options if you need to 
re-attend your module. You may also wish to consider alternative options if the 
assessment elements you need to undertake require you to attend, for example 
lab work or group work.



PART-TIME
What this means academically
As a part-time student, you would undertake your outstanding modules in 
full. This includes attending all classes and undertaking any outstanding 
assessments.

Attendance 
As you are registered as a part-time student, you are required to attend classes 
and are subject to the terms of the Student Engagement Policy.

Cost/Tuition Fee
It costs £305 for each 20 credit undergraduate module.

What this means for your funding
Funding is different for part-time students in that support only exists to cover 
the cost of studying, and not any living costs (i.e. no entitlement to student 
loan/bursary/grants).

If you are studying studying between 30 and 119 credits and earn less than £25k 
a year, you can apply for the SAAS Part Time Fee Grant, which will cover your 
Tuition Fees. Visit www.uws.ac.uk/money-fees-funding/undergraduate-fees-
funding/funding-for-scottish-students/funding-for-part-time-students/ for 
more info.

Many part-time students can benefit from receiving help towards their study-
related travel and childcare costs, through the Discretionary Funds. Information 
about eligibility and how to apply for assistance can be found at www.uws.
ac.uk/money-fees-funding, in the section titled Other Financial Support.

Part-time students are generally not eligible to receive the student exemption 
on Council Tax.

Pros and Cons 
Pros: If you have a job and/or minimal living costs, you might find this an easier 
solution as it would avoid the need to take out another year’s worth of student 
loan.
Cons: Tuition Fees are paid in most cases but you cannot claim any support for 
living costs. Part-time students are expected to fund their living costs through 
employment or through the benefit system.

What to do next
Talk to your personal tutor about how this route might be the best financial 
option for you going forward. They will help you arrange your enrolment 
for the year. Talk to your personal tutor about how this route might be the 
best financial option for you going forward. They will help you arrange your 
enrolment for the year ahead. Apply for SAAS funding if you are eligible.



REPEATING USING +1
What this means academically
This status allows you to enrol as a full-time student; regardless of the number 
of modules you are undertaking (1-6). You would be required to attend all 
classes and complete any outstanding assessments.

Attendance 
As you are registered as a full-time student, you are required to attend classes 
and are subject to the terms of the Student Engagement Policy.

Cost/Tuition Fee*
It costs £305 for each undergraduate module, which would be covered by 
Tuition Fee support from SAAS.

What this means for your funding
If you have not previously used your +1 year of funding, you have the option to 
apply it in this instance. This means you can apply to SAAS for the full package 
of support, i.e. tuition fees, bursary and loan.

If you have not used the +1 before and it is available to you, applying to SAAS 
is simple. You just complete your application as normal, ensuring you tick 
the boxes to apply for your Tuition Fee and Bursary support, as well as the 
loan if want to. You should make sure you apply for the year of study you are 
repeating, and that you also tick the box to indicate you are repeating a 
period of study.

If you have already applied for SAAS for your next level of study, it is simple 
to amend this. Contact SAAS directly and let them know you now intend on 
repeating the year.

Pros and Cons 
Pros: Every student is entitled to funding for (4yrs + 1). As mentioned above, this 
is one instance where the +1 can be applied.
Cons: You only get one ‘+1’ year so it is important to use it wisely. 

What to do next
You will need to discuss your desire to repeat the year with your programme 
leader or personal tutor. In order to ensure you are correctly enrolled and 
get the correct student funding there may be extra details required during 
enrolment. If your enrolment is not correct you should contact your programme 
leader or personal tutor who can assist.
 
*If you are studying less than 50% of a normal full-time year, SAAS will pay 
UWS a lower tuition fee. This does not a ffect your living cost support, and will 
still count as you using your +1, i.e. any remaining balance of tuition fees is not 
available for you to use in the future.



REPEATING NOT USING +1
What this means academically
This allows you to enrol as a full-time student; regardless of the number of 
modules you are undertaking (1-6) and without using your +1. You may have al-
ready exhausted your +1 opportunity, or have elected to retain this opportunity 
for another time. You would be required to attend all classes and complete any 
outstanding assessments.

Attendance 
As you are registered as a full-time student, you are required to attend classes 
and are subject to the terms of the Student Engagement Policy.

Cost/Tuition Fee
It costs £305 for each 20 credit undergraduate module.

What this means for your funding
With this category of enrolment, you are eligible to apply for a student loan via 
SAAS. However, there is no entitlement to tuition fee or bursary support.

If you have the +1 available but do not wish to use this, you should ensure your 
SAAS application is only for the Student Loan, i.e. do not tick the boxes for 
Tuition Fee and Bursary support. If SAAS do award you Tuition Fee and Bursary 
support that you do not wish to receive, contact them immediately.

If you have already applied for SAAS for your next level of study, it is simple 
to amend this. Contact SAAS directly and let them know you now intend on 
repeating the year. 

Pros and Cons 
Pros: If you rely heavily on your student support package, this option allows 
you to continue to receive support through the student loan. You will also be 
classed as a full-time student, and can continue to receive the benefits associ-
ated with this, such as Council Tax Exemption.
Cons: You will have to pay tuition fees for the modules you are enrolled on as 
this support will not come from SAAS. 

What to do next
You will need to discuss your desire to repeat the year with your programme 
leader or personal tutor. In order to ensure you are correctly enrolled, get the 
correct student funding, and are invoiced for the correct tuition fee, there may 
be extra details required during enrolment. If your enrolment is not correct, or 
you are invoiced for a larger tuition fee than expected, you should contact your 
programme leader or personal tutor who can assist.
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